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Background

 Universities – masters – political science, international 

development

 Private sector

 Development and humanitarian action (25 years + …)

 Overseas military service – French cooperation (India)

 Socio-eco and gender, rural development, gender in 

emergencies (FAO, WFP)

 Early recovery and post-crisis reconstruction (UNDP)

 Emergency response, field coordination, advocacy, 

policy, inter-agency coordination, … (OCHA)

 Emergency preparedness

 Training and facilitation

 Talking, sharing, writing, creating…



What about you

 Background

Questions:

1. What are to you, at this stage, the main 

challenges facing and defining « humanitarism » 

and humanitarian action today?

2. According to you, what constitute the future 

humanitarian crises’ risks factors and 

« hotspots »?



And then, that…

ETHIOPIA transcending Hum-Dev divides

https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=xN4jIyAjMus


Then this…

Conflicts to watch

in 2020

https://youtu.be/jaUxHO1HMkI


6

Bagdad, Canal Hotel
Acrylique sur papier

30X42cm

2018

Attentat de ONU à 
Bagdad,Irak
19 Août 2003



Sri Lanka Tsunami, Galle Sri Lanka Tsunami, Galle 
IDP camp on the beach

Sri Lanka Tsunami, Batticaloa cracked
house and man picking up a can

Sri Lanka 
Tsunami, 

Galle helico

Sri Lanka 
Tsunami 2005, 

Galle

Sri Lanka 
Tsunami, Galle 
Old man and 
Brennon Jones

Sri Lanka, Tsunami - 2005







Short Story – Timor Leste
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How the ERP works will depend on the operational context

Different models of ERP 

implementation

Source: OCHA, June 

2018

Countries 
without 
current 

humanitaria
n operations

e.g. Laos, 

Dominican 
Republic 

Countries 
with some 

humanitaria
n needs and 

response, 
but limited 

international 
presence

e.g. Burundi, 

Libya

Countries 
with 

significant 
humanitaria
n operations

e.g. Ethiopia,  

Myanmar

Countries 
with 

significant 
humanitaria
n operations 
and multi-
year HRPs

e.g. Sudan, 

DRC, 
Somalia, 

Yemen



ERP implementation and Community of Practice

Source: OCHA, June 2018

Online platform helps track preparedness actions & share good 

practice



Case Scenario

 Carana has suffered years of sometimes violent turmoil, and 

has only recently taken the first tentative steps to national 

reconciliation and reconstruction. Poverty is widespread, 

government capacity is weak, and political tensions remain 

high. Nongovernmental organizations and United Nations 

specialized agencies are active in the country, including a 

moderately-sized UN civilian police (CIVPOL) contingent. 

 At dawn today, a powerful earthquake struck Carana’s

capital city of Galasi, causing widespread destruction of 

homes and infrastructure. Tens of thousands of people are in 

need of urgent aid and medical attention. At the request of 

the Government of Carana, military forces from several 

friendly countries—operating as the multinational 

Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief Task Force, or 

HADR-TF—are en route to assist, as are additional contingents 

of UN (United Nations) and NGO (non-governmental 

organization) personnel, together with much-needed relief 

supplies. 



WHS 2016

https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=cPwbTgCR67U


IMPOSSIBLE CHOICES… 

POSSIBLE DECISIONS

SLOW AND FAST SPEEDS

TIME AND INVESTMENTS

TAKE RISKS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

HELP PEOPLE MANAGE THEIR OWN RISKS

EMPATHY

FROM NEEDS AND RIGHTS TO… WANTS – HOW TO 
BE RESILIENT

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

FREEDOM OF CHOICE



What to do? 
Listening

Combining

Imagining

Negotiating

Taking risk

Creating opportunities

Principled Pragmatism…



Ode à la Rouille ! 
... (et autres affabulations)

“ It is very interesting. What I like about it is that 

they intrigue about the process too, which is not 

so easy to find in contemporary art. They’re 

either all about the process or all about the 

results but seldom in balance. And I personally 

love that perception... like a swing in 

suggestions.” 

A friend, 2020



IMPROMPTU IV

Acrylique sur tôle de métal rouillé
50x50cm

2018

“The art path, or better the creative 

path, always follows who we are just 

like certain kind of jobs or careers. 

There are jobs you don’t do, you 

simply are. Just like actors, painters, 

sculptors. You don’t “do the actor” 

you “are” an actor. In the same way 

you don’t work in humanitarian field 

you “are” a humanitarian. I’ve always 

found many similarities in my two 

careers and I wasn’t surprised to see 

the outcomes of your art work 

knowing where you come from 

professionally.”

Same friend, 2020
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CLAIR OBSCUR
Huile sur tôle de métal galvanisé

96x56 cm
2017

“Dear Colleagues,

As many of you might have heard, I will soon be completing my tenure on 9 March at OCHA as 
Assistant Secretary-General and Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator. I have had the pleasure to 
work at OCHA for three years and I can say that this has been one of the my most rewarding jobs 
of my career.

As I reflect on the past years, I believe more than ever in the importance of OCHA’s role. Whether 
we are briefing the Security Council or putting together a new sitrep; whether we are getting HCTs 
to agree on a position or advocating for the protection of people; whether we are sparking new 
thinking on policy or writing a response plan, or negotiating access for convoys to get through: 
OCHA keeps the humanitarian system running. Our coordination matters. We save lives and 
preserve the dignity of so many people in need.

I have visited most of our offices around the world and have always been impressed by your 
extraordinary work and commitment, which I know many times comes at a great personal cost. I 
can honestly say that with every one of my missions, I have left more inspired, more 
knowledgeable and prouder to be your colleague. I also leave humbled by the many people I met in 
crises, their endurance to keep fighting for their families and communities despite insurmountable 
challenges; their unwavering dignity and resilience. I will leave this position with the firm belief in 
the value and relevance of multilateralism, humanitarian diplomacy and the need to uphold the 
dignity of each individual person.

I know that we can only successfully achieve OCHA’s mandate by investing in and caring for our 
staff. Our staff are the very foundation of OCHA, and when supported, that foundation is stronger.

As the cultural anthropologist Margaret Mead put it, “never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.”

I am honored to have had the opportunity to work alongside you and be part of the humanitarian 
community. I am proud to have been part of the OCHA family and I hope that our paths will cross 
in the future.”

My very best,
Ursula

Ursula Mueller
Assistant Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)



Timor-Leste,

2007-2008
7 Décembre 2008, à l’aube sur mon

« deck » face à l’océan…

Croquis et dessins sur carnets

Timor-Leste et Bali. 2007



Humanitarian

Vibrations… 

Thank you

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9HISK9JliyQ

